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' EDITORTAL NOTES -

The Barfoot-Simon Catalogue. This 1ong~‘
awaited work appeared in October, anﬁ it is
hoped that all members will obtain a copy, for |
it is really indispensable %o all serious coll-
sctors, Consisting of 132 closely but clearly
printed pages with very detailed and. fully illus-
trated 1ists of the meter-stamp types of all ‘
countries, it also includes photographs of the
principal machines and an introduction giving
the history of metver franking, hints for collec—
tors and much other informations  The price is
21/~ post free from Mr. S.D. Barfoot, 37, Forest—
dale, Southgate, London, N.1k, or (in America)
& 3 from Mr. Werner Bimon, 345 Iundee Place, -
Memphis 11, Tennessee,

B

Introduction fo Meter Stamps.  Articles by
our member ir. F., Lloyd Parton, designed to
interest more collectors in the subject of meter
stamps, were published in the "Stamp Collectors"
'Fortnighﬁly“ at the beginning of September, and
in the "Stamp Magarzine” of November, They
evoked quite a lot of enquiries, but no new
members as yet. ‘ '
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Exchanging. So few members have shown any
interest, in spite of the reminder in the last
Bulletin, in the proposed lists of members with
details of what they collect and have to offer,
that it does not scem worth the cost of repro-
ducing the lists at present, However, ir,
Jason T.W. Mann, 63, Dulverton Road, New Eltham,
. London, S.E,9, has asked me %o say that, with the
ending of the Import%Export Controls, he can
extend his kind offer to send occasional packets
of miscellanecus current (malnly G.B.) meters
to members abroad, against cost of postage only.
Mr, Donald Castle (Cooper St., Greytown, Natal,
South Africa) though not himself a meter colleo—
Gor hag also very kindly offered to send cccag=
ional lots of South African meters to any mem-—
bers, in return for postage and any "spare"
stamps avallable, {Please.advise him whether
strips or enmlres are d651red)

~Bu11@t1nﬁF0rmat. The general format and
page-size of The Bulletin have been maintained
unchanged since the first issue in January 1950,
when they were chosen partly beause of neatness
and convenience for handling and partly also to
match The "Harris"™ Meter Stamp Catalogue to
wiich 1t was proposed to publlsh regular supple—
ments.‘

" Bxperience has shown ‘however that they g:we
rise to some difficulty, and so to added cost,
in duplicating and making-~ups; -the new Barfoot~
Simon Catalogue moreover is of larger format,

so that less justification remains for the
present size.

Unless mewbers raise strong obgectlons,
therefore, it is intended to increase the page-
size to full quarto (double the present size)
beginning with the next issue, The size of
type will be unchanged, so thet the amount of
metTter will remain about the same
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, G.B., NOTES

"E IL R" Dies, The "PR" and "NZ™ dies hsve
now appeared with the new Cipher, but apparently
no definite "Pirst Days" wexe -provided. B 1k
and PR 168, both 13d. values (the latter replac~
ing the B ’186" error noved below) have been
reported, and all three of the remaining "NZ"
machines, London, E.C.k, NZ 13, NZ 16 and NZ 17
(811 used by "The Times" Publishing Department)
have been changed. ‘

~ @@ @ ~@D @D - _

Fitney-Bowes, The L.V, series. with the
GviR Cipher ran to P 100, not %o P 99, before
starting with the new Cipher and PA prefix.
Mr. Barfoot adds that the ¥.V. die with no.FB 186,
gtated in the last Bulletin to be the highest -
no, reached in this series, is.actually an error
for PB 168, occurring on the 13d, die when i%

'replaaea.the 1de: The highest "correéct" no. so

far is PB 169. . : :
~r@ @ -@ @ -8~ _

New Simplex Model. . The G.P.0, decided that
the dies of the larger "Magor" machines (%d. To -
1/0%) are to have prefix "SX" to distirnguish them
from the original model (%d to 63d.) It is not.
clear why this should be considered necessary when
no distinction has been made between the variovs
models of the Universal muiti-value, First day
of use of the "BX" was 25 VIII 53. ‘ '

G.B, ¢ IECPOST GviR TYFPES

Thanks %o Messrs. Barfoot, Howard, Jennings,
Morgan, Pieterse and de Wailly, 2 number of addi--
tions have been submitted or reported to the
table published in the last Bulletin. '

With regard to the type "a" figures, it uhould
have been stated that the fraction~bar of i 13
horizontal only in the l—d. and 23d.; in nhe Zd.
ivself, the bar is slanting but shorvter and more
horlzonmal than in Type "b" and "e",

Several types of figures oceccur 1n.thﬁ PV die
but are not readily described,
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A "x" should be inserted in the following
columns of the table ageinst the values shownt
T PFV:-Ta - 2d. {instead of 7). s
Ib ~ (new column) e
- Vi Ta - 4&., 554, : 3
Tb = hpd., 5de, 5ida, 11&., 1/2, 1/3, 2/=,
© . and two unllsted vajues, 1/1, 3/~
I¢ - Bd., 9d. . : '
ITa - ~d., Bhday, 6d,
Iib - 5~d., 1/2 : ‘
Tic - 3—6., 425., &5d., 11d., 2/-, 2/6,
ITia - 2 z0e -
IITh - -d., 1d., 3&., 7da, 1/-- 2/6 :
IIIc - 3334, 53., 53de, 6d., 8d., 1/6, 2/6,
. ‘and an unlisted value, 9Yad.
The values Lfw, 10/~ and £1, though known to be
used, have not yel been Seen or reporteé.

L GeBe 3 DATE ODDITIES
Furfher t0 the note in the June Bulletin .
(page 64) referring to the Neopost machine London
E.C.2, N 269, with date showing meonth in Arabic
'flgures instead of .the normal Roman, Mr. Henry J,.
Howard. has reportea dates running from 10 4 45 '
to 10 10 49 (for the 1d, value) and 24 7 45

. - though 11 VIII 49, for the 243, . As vhis last
" "is éarlier than an Arabic figure date, the user
* ‘misv have had two machines in use. The Editor

has a copy datéd 2 5 L2 and Mr. Barfoot has dates
in 5 47 and 8 47, so that (assuming the years to
have been set correctly) the variety must have
been in use for more than seven years., No other
Neopost machine has been reported with this
peculiarity.

For the Universal multluvalue U 41 Wlth the
same peculiarity, no member has reported any
other date than that given in June (17 5 L&), nor
any other machine of this serdes,

Both the Neopost and the Universal MV refer-
red to have the "GviR" cipher.
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It was incidentally incorrect to say that,
apar‘& from these oddities,. all machlnes except
the "FPB", "P" and "High-Speed" series have the
month in Roman figures. - As Mr. D.R. Burchell
has pointed outy the first Universal N.z . {1922}
and the pre—standard Midgetw (1924) both shuw
month in leviers, hawng one~line dates in vhe
form "18 Q0T 22, - There was one machine only .
of each type. ' o

G.B. ¢ WO CURIQOUS SLOGANS -

Slogans used with British franking machines
show very greav diversity, ranging from simple
name or address of the user to lengthy (and, -
alas, often illegible) inscripuions or quite
elaborate pictures, but they do not uswally call
for mention here.  Exception might however be
made for the two described below. -

The first, shown us by Mr. Barfoot, is remark—
able in having a manuscript alteration in black
ink, evidently by the user of the machine. :
Orlglnally reading "W H.WILKIE 'S MAMMOTH CIRCUS -
SEASON 1952", the "2" has been altered.to "3"; . -
it was used in August 1953 on *ﬂhe machlne - '
Wallasey Cheshire, M.l. . .

* The other, noticed by the Ed:l_tor, used w:.tb -
Ieeds N 248, includes the machine 1dent1f1cat:1.on
no, in its desa.gn, this consist of The words ,
"TR UNDELIVERED PIEASE RETURN 70 / NORTH BASTERN
GAS BOARD / HEAD OFFICE / BRIDGE STREET.ILEEDS 2"
in a double-lined reciangular frame, and in a
bresk a¥% the right of the base of the frame is
inset "N,248" in small type. It is difficuld
%o see what purpose is served by this. It was
in use in 1951 and may still be current.

Have any members seen any similar cases?

AUSTRALIA: -~ MULTI-VALUE MACHINES
The "Flagh type described in the article in
the last bulletin has, in the more recent dies,
the flag appreciably smaller.
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AUSTRALTAN ERRORS

Two . curiosities of die-engraving have been .
shown us by Mr. X.C.Neville (W.Geelong, Vic.)
Neopost old type (value in: circle) no.78k has .
the no., in colourless letters on a solid oval
tablet, scarecly legible and it appears from
examination tunder a glass that The engraver had
first engraved "748" and then superimposed "84"
on the "4B"," This is confirmed by the fact .
that Mr. Neville, with Mr, Dellimore, possesses all
cther dies in the "700 to 799" group. The Town
is Brunswick, Victoria,

The second also & \eopos'ﬁ 'bu'l: in the more
recent "Kangarod & Map" .design, no. N - 20, has
- the "Z" of the town~name "PITZROY -~ VIC., re-
versed (almost Like "S")3y ~the “V" :and "Y* also
;have the thicker sirokes on Vhe right instead of
- on the left, while the. rlgh'c-—hand s‘car 13 Lower

than the l@fﬂ—hand one. _~ :

mwawvsmm—mzmmxm- UONIV, V.

A fn.f‘m type has %o be added to.the four . -
given in the last Bulletin (page 82), and Mr.
Barfoot gives the full list of Noss issued in
each type, as follows =

Frame Tigs. of Value - Nos,. Issued
Narrow - “Star & 2 -.angular . 7T 18 only
' oo Star &2 oval U119 s0 22
Wide °.7 -Star & 1 large & . :
C 7L 2%8mall, engular . U 23 to 28 .
mo Y Jarge & 2 small, (0 U 29 to 36,
oval - (39, kO, etc.

"o B%ar & 1 large & g( T 37, 38
- 2 small, oval ( 4% to 51, 75,80

COBME\‘&‘J\'EALTH g FI R" D“SIGNS '
The -only meter stamps besides Those of Great
Britain which show the Royal Cipher are the
Neopost types of Fiji, Jamaica and Southern
Rhodesia, and the Midget of Fiji., Jamaica.
issued its Vew Relgn {ype early this year, bhefore
G.B.3 it is a wholly:new design,. showing the .-
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Cipher with crown above flanked by palm Trees.
No new wybe has et been seen from Fiji or from
Southern Ruodedia, which possibly will not.
appear until the introduction, next year, of a
unified séries of stamps' for the neW‘Federatlon
of Rhod851a and Nyasaland.

IE”HTEVSTEIN’S FIRST ISSUE
The story behind the very rare first meter
stemps of Liechtenstein was told by Ruprecht
Glasewald in the "Deutsche: Zei%ung fur Brief-
markenkunde” not long ago.

. 'To help overcome The’ flnanclal dlfflcultles,_
after The inflation of 1925, “the Genman Firnance * -
Minister proposeﬁ a tax on 1ctterles,ﬂ To escape. .
this, ore of the 1owtery—companles moved 1its
office to Liechtenstein. Wanting to send out .
same hundreds of thousands of circulars from .-y . .
there, the company found thaw: the Tiny Princi~ . .
pality was unable %o provmde $0 many stamps. =
which were designed@ more for collegtors than for ... . .|
business { . It therefore obtained a postage . . ...
meter from Berne (the Liechtensteir postal se
vices being administered by Sw1tzerland), and, 0 T
was allotted a frank no.386 in the Swiss serles,],*'
in the oval F.V. %¥ype like Switzerland. it wivh o
the name &t the top changeé to LIECHTENSTEIF e .

The Tirm however went bankrupt ‘and, thgough o

some hundreds of thousands of pleces of mall were

despatched, all but 2 very small proportlon were
destroyed as “they had no stamps on ‘them" .
Before whe war, the remaining coples - known could
be counted on the flngers, with the destruction
of Glasewald's and other collections in. the war,
it is said that the fingers of one hand.woul&
probably now be sufficient!

Only the values 10 D and 30 rp; are. known
from the above—menmlonea maéhlne, but there has
also been used arother meachine w1th ﬁhe ‘saing -
type of frank, no.176; which exists in valqu'
5, 10, 15, 20 4O, 65 dnd 90 ¥p. and 1 fre, and -
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has been reported with the strange and unex—
plained slogan read::.ng "Where there's a will
there!s a way" in English in an upright rect-
angular frame, -

A multi-value machine with frank in the
rectangular design (Crosses and Posthorns) of
Switzerland, no.4l24, is also catalogued° like -
the o"cners, examnles are rarc.

THE METERS OF CHTNA
by Henry G. Morgan

From time Yo time meters from China have been
repomed in %this Bulletin, and the present writer
hopes To complete a study of the various mach-
ines. . : This note is no more than a brief survey
of “Ghe hls*aory and pr@sent state of meter frank—
ing in Gb.:i.na..

Essays were preparea of = Midget die in 1928,
and of a I\?eopost IV in 1931, both 'belng rejected,
In 1936, a Universal nmlta.-»value (25 f.of v.) was
sent to .China (illustrated in the 2nd edivion of
Harris's Catalogue) and was actually used, In
1914.7, this machins was rebuilt %o & f.of Ve
returned to Chlna and put into use. Subsew
quently 36 more Universal and cne "Teltax" telew
gram maohlne, all L4 f.of V., were sent out,
Fhough it -is doubiful if 21l have been used-

At least three Pitney-Bowes lModel R ("s‘oream-«
1ined" design) machines (3 f.of v.) are also in
use, and there are three other machines of
unknown make, probably local or Russian. = It
has been said that some Hasler machines were sent
%0 Ch:l.na, but none have ¥yet been reported in use,
ALL machines a% present are Post~0ffice machlnes 3
used for franking public mail.

The original dies of the Pitney-Bowes and
Universal machines had the machine nos. in
Western characters and the figures of value pre-
fixed by a £ sign. Most of these dies were
altered before use To a more or less standard
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form in which the £ sign was replaced by a star
and vhe machine no. expressed by two Chinese .
characters, the first being a one-character
abbreviation of wvhe name of the City and the ,
second, in parentheses, a Chinese mumeral refer- -
ring to the rmumber of the machine, regardless of
make, within each City. = The. designation of the
unlt of value follows after the fourth f.of v.
and is a combination of zeros. and Chinese charac~
ters. During the course of the 1nf1atlon, the
value designations ranged from "1i", a tenth of

a cent, to "wan", ten thousand (dollars), and the
dies on each machlne were changed several times
to keep up with current postal cates, .

“When the Communists took over control, the -
inscriptions on the dies were  aliered on many -
machines, The original dies had the. "Eepubllc"
of China Postal Service" inséripvion,-in four .
characters of which the first (rmghtwhanﬂ) is a
horizontal rectangle with a vertical- stroke run-’
ning vhrough it, Some Shanghal machlnes were
altered to the inverim "Bast China Postal Service’
still expressed in four chavacters, -the flrst TIOW
being a complicated "eriss-—cross" chanagper.

In some places, the Commuists. contvinued to use.

the Republican dies wiwzh the value expressed in
Communist currency. = The final stage has the
"Chinese Peoples' Républic Postal Bervice", in

six characters, the goose being removed fram‘rhe
upper right hand corner of the Universal dies to make
. room, and four characters instead of two being
squeezed into the upper rlght corner of the
Pitney-Bowes dies.

The impressions were usnally struck direct on
the cover, but some were also used as adhesives,
The P-B used at first their standard "Metered
Meil" tape with pink underprint and zig-zag roul-
ette all round, and later a plain whive tape of
rather poor quality paper, separated by zig-zag
roulette at the ends only. These tapes were
used only for convenience in franiking bulky pack-
eTS, The Universals were at first struck on
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vlain gummed paper, either cut out or perforated.
Later, a safety paper, probably locally produced,

was used with an underprint in whive (sic), pink-
ish buff or pale green, of zigzag lines and ovals
containing the "Chinese Posﬁal Service® 1nscr1pw

tions .

- Some ofﬂthese'adhesmves, both on plaln and on
safety paper, were scld over the counter. . They
can usually be recognized by the values being in
"round munbers" and the date often omitted, or
the day and year figures printed only as square
blocks. - They may be found used in combination
with ordibary adhesive stemps, and sometimes .they
are used at an office different from that at
which ¥they were soldj Canton adhesives have been
seen with postmarks of Nsam Hoi and King Shan
One of the adhesives may well be unigque in meter
history, in that it has been surcharged! The
impressions, used at Changsha, were siruck on
safety paper and bore the value designation in
dollars, but an additional handstamp corrected
this by means of two characters. meanlng “511ver
cenfis. :

A check list of the magor types wnll be
given in the next Bulleﬁln.

OUR AMERICAN CONFRERES

Qur "opposite number® in the U.3.A,, the
American Metered Postage Soclety, has made re—
marksble progress since 1% was re-established in
January 19523  its Secretary, Mr, Henry 0. lieisel,
(of Clintonville, Wisconsin) mentioned in Septem-
ber that they had reached a membership of- 367 =
over twice as many as our Group in proportion to
population! We are sorry that Mr. Melsel has
suffered poor health 1amely, and wish him a good
TECOVErY.

Recent nmubers of their Bulletin (issued aw
fregquent intervals) have. included photographs
and details of a rumber of sarly American Mach-
ines (these being addivional to those shown in
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the Barfcomwslmon.Catalogue ) They can be lent

To members on reqiest, against postage (23d.)
Incidentally, Mr. Meisel. has himself a franklng

machine for hls boclety S correspondence.-

UFITED STATES :  POSTAGE DUB METERS -

In Sept.l952 we gave some notes on Tthe use of
meters at U.8. Post Offices for 1ndlcat1ng Post-
age Due. Mr. Walter M. Swan (who gave the infor-
mation) has now produced a full report on the
tests of 1941-1953, with illustrations and detail-
ed check 1ist, in "The Postage Stamp" published
at Bethany, Miss, This can be 1ert to members
interested (postage 22d) . ‘ i

PRICING
As there are no dealers in this counrry o

interested in the regular buying and selling of’
meter stamps, nor any other Porm of market in -
them, there can be no established standard -
prices, whether for individual rare items or for
common material in bulk,  The late A.H. Harris
in his Catalogue first published in 1935 gave
prices for each type, ranging from 1d., . {which he
took as a minimum because, he said, he considered
nebody could afford to sort, select and supply
single stamps for less) up $o 60/, though many

raver items remained unpriced. These prices
however, were admittedly no more than Harris's
jdea of what collectors ought to pay for single
specimens, and without the backing of actual
stocks for sale could only be regarded as tenta-
Tive. Although a rnumber of the prices were
revised in the subsequent editions of the Cata— -

item of 1922), the basis remained the. same, In
these conditions, it would most likely have been
totally impossible to obtain the N.Z. item (for
example) by offering %o pay £5 for it, yet if a
copy were located, the owner might willingly part
with it for 5/= !
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This absence of that "commercialism" in buy-
ing and selling meter stamps which is now so
universally prevalent in commexion with ordinary
stamps is probably to many collectors ons of the
attractions and advantages of meter stamps.

But it has sometimes considerable disadvantages,
as. for instance when a non-collector wishes to.
sell a lot, or a collector to dispose of dupli- -
cates- or part of his.collection. - How can one ~
settle on a price falr to bobth parties?

With a view to esfablishing a framéwork of
accepted prices, it would be helpful if all mem—
bers of this Group would advise the editor of
what they would consider a falr prics to pay
for whe following G.B. items (or as many of them
as possible), All are assumed to be good
collectible examples; clean and clear impress-—
ions.  In the case of (2) to (5), it is also
assumed vhat all are of ordinary low values
without any specially scarce varieties.,

(1) _ Entire besring the 1912 "Wilkinsen" frank;
(2) Widget 1926 sghare.type frank (B-S cat.
. %ype Ah) ‘- per ten strips all different;
(3) Neopost 1927 "GvR" frank (B~S Cat.type B3)
= per ten strips all different; _
(%) ' Universal multi=value "GviR" frank (B-8

Cat.type D5} = per ten strips all difft;
(5) Pitney-Bowes LV "P" frank (B~S Cat.type
_ D6) - per %en strips all different;

(6) Current mixed material, with a small pro-

. portion of duplicates — per hundred,

It will be appreciated if all members (both
in Great Britain an&jGVErseas)gwill reply - a
postcard will do - no mawter how inexperienced
they feel themselves to be; the more opinions
obtained, the better will be the average result,
It should be needless to say %hat no one will be
obliged to buy or to sell at the prices they
SUggest.
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